Education in the Sudan
for funds for the foundation of  the   Gordon  Memorial
College he said :—
" Certain questions will naturally arise as to whom exactly
we should educate, and as to the nature of the education to be
given. Our system would need to be gradually built up. We
should begin by teaching the sons of the leading men, the heads
of villages and the heads of districts* They belong to a race very
capable of learning and ready to learn. The teaching, in its early
stages, would be devoted to purely elementary subjects, such as
reading, writing, geography, and the English language. Later,
and after these preliminary stages had been passed, a more advanced
course would be instituted, including a training in technical sub-
jects, specially adapted to the requirements of those who inhabit
the Valley of the Upper Nile. The principal teachers in the
College would be British, and the supervision of the arrangements
would be vested in the Governor-General of the Sudan. I need
not add that there would be no interference with the religion
of the people.**
Mr. (now Sir Edgar) Bonham Carter, the Legal Secretary
of the Sudan, undertook the task of starting the educational
system early in 1900, and in the same year Mr. (now Sir
James) Currie was transferred from Egypt to the Sudan,
as Director of Education. Sir James Currie held this
post for fifteen years and was mainly responsible for the
planning of the system.
At the outset lack of funds forbade any great advance,
but at the end of 1901 the educational institutions con-
sisted of an Industrial School, two " Higher Primary "
Schools, and a small training college for teachers in
Omdurman.
The Gordon Memorial College was inaugurated on
November 8th, 1902, and since that date steady expan-
sion of education has taken place throughout the country.
II*   the educatmok system
The education system of the Sudan falls into two
spheres—the Northern and the Southern.
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